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When revising the taxon Lycaste virginalis (Scheidweiler, 1842: 25) Linden 
(1888: 22), we have published within this species several infraspecific names, 
among which Lycaste virginalis forma alba (Archila & Chiron, 2011). 
 

This new combination was based on Lycaste skinneri Bateman ex Lindley (1842: 
Misc. 10) var. alba Dombrain (1872: t.35) as a basionym. 
The latter name having been previously published by Williams (1862), the 
Dombrain's name is illegitimate. 
 

However, according to article 41.8 of the Shenzhen Code, “a full and direct 
reference to a work other than that in which the basionym or replaced synonym 
was validly published is treated as an error to be corrected, not affecting the valid 
publication of a new combination, name at new rank, or replacement name: 
(a) when the actual basionym or replaced synonym was validly published earlier 
than the name or later isonym cited as such, but in the cited publication, in which 
all conditions for valid publication of the name as cited are fulfilled, there is no 
reference, in association with that name, to the place of valid publication of the 
actual basionym or replaced synonym; ...” 
 
It is clearly the case here since Dombrain (1872) provided no reference to 
Williams earlier publication, where the name was first published. So that our 
error does not affect the valid publication of our new combination which is to be 
cited as: 



 

Note on Lycaste virginalis forma alba – Archila & Chiron 
 

Lycaste virginalis forma alba (B.S. Williams) Archila & Chiron, comb. et stat. 
nov. 
 

Basionym: Lycaste skinneri var alba B.S. Williams in The Orchid-Growers 
Manual (ed. 2): 117. 1862 
 

Synonyms: 
Lycaste skinneri var alba W. Bull, The Gardener´s Chronicle 1861(11): 235 
(1861), nomen nudum 
Lycaste skinneri var. alba Dombrain, Floral Magazine (London), n.s. 1:t. 35 
(1872), nomen illegitimum 
Lycaste jamesiana auct., The Garden (London) 35: 502 (1889) 
Lycaste alba (Dombrain) Cockerell, Torreya 19:11 (1919) 
Lycaste virginalis forma alba (Dombrain) Archila & Chiron, Richardiana 11(3): 
111 (2011) 
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